Materia Medica and Botany and Lecturer on Diseases of Children." Pediatrics was therefore the second special subject to be given public recognition, in so far as title is concerned, Nathan Smith having been appointed Professor of Obstetrics, as well as of Physic and Surgery. Since the first appointee to a teaching position in ophthalmology was in 1876, one can only conclude that the first of specialties trailed along some 56 years after Diseases of Children and 63 years later than Obstetrics.
Until 1824 the college catalogues contained no announcement of the facilities of the school, but merely a list of the faculty members.
In this year the following account is given:
The Medical Institution. The instructors in the Medical Institution are, a Professor of the Theory and Practice of Physic and Surgery, a Professor of Chemistry and Pharmacy, and a Professor of Anatomy and Physiology. The lectures commence in the last week in October and terminate in the last week in February. During the course, from 50 to 100 lectures are given by each professor. The students have access to the lectures on Natural Philosophy, Mineralogy and Geology. A distinct course is given in Obstetrics by the Professor of Anatomy, and another on the elements of Botany, by the Professor of that Department. The examinations for licenses and degrees are held immediately after the close of the Lectures. The Institution is furnished with a Library and Anatomical Museum. The students also have access to the Library of the College. The fees, which are paid in advance, are twelve dollars and fifty cents for each course, except that on Mineralogy. The Matriculation fee and Contingent bill are seven dollars and fifty cents. The entire expense of a residence of four months, through the courses, including fees and all expenses, except clothing, is from 120 to 150 dollars.
The Medical Students, during their residence in the Institution, are subject to the same moral and religious restraints, as those of the Academical College.
Two years after the publication of the above facilities of the Medical Institution the paragraph relating to moral and religious restraints was withdrawn. Whether it was found that the medical students conducted themselves in such an upright and praiseworthy manner that special warning was unnecessary, or whether the attempt to make them conform was too difficult, the college catalogue does not indicate.
The 1832-33 catalogue contains a "circular" giving the history of the founding of the Institute, the faculty, and the changes made in the latter. Special mention is made of the collection of dry and wet anatomical specimens, a model to demonstrate the structure of the internal ear, and a "machine" for obstetrical demonstration.
Clinics A thesis was first required for graduation in 1868, and in 1871, "a third year is being provided for reviewing the studies of the entire course and the addition of such collateral branches and advanced courses as the necessities or attainments of individual pupils may require."
This background of the early days of the Medical Department brings us to the first apparent recognition of ophthalmology as a special study. In 1876 the stalwart figure of Dr. William Henry Carmalt appears on the scene as Lecturer on Ophthalmology and Otology, and the course is described as "Ophthalmology and Otology are taught by a course of Practical Lectures, with Clinical Illustration," and, in 1877, under the heading "Clinics," it is stated that surgical and medical clinics (no longer cliniques) and the clinic for eye diseases are still further supplemented by the facilities afforded by the New Haven Dispensary and the clinics which are held once or twice a week at the State Hospital. In connection with the clinics the "students are made thoroughly conversant with the special methods of the expert practitioner by having exhibited to them from day to day all the recent advances attained in special manipulations, physical exploration, and the enlightened employment of remedies."
In At the present time, assisting Dr. Yudkin and the writer is a staff of thirteen ophthalmologists and two house officers. The training of the younger members of the staff has been much more thorough and complete and the outlook for the future of ophthalmology at the School of Medicine seems bright. It is hoped that a full-time head of the service will be appointed when conditions warrant, to make the most of possibilities which exist in correlating the many ocular manifestations of constitutional disease. The older concept of ophthalmology as an aloof specialty has gradually faded and the recognition that the eye is a part of the central nervous system and an intimate part of the physical economy is more and more appreciated.
